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Multiple transformations, coordination and public goods.
Thilisi and the search for planning as collective strategy

Joseph Salukvadze® and Kristof Van Assche < °¢

*Department of Geography, lvane Javakhisvili Tbilisi State University, Tbilisi, Georgia; ®Department of Earth
& Atmospheric Science, Faculty of Science, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada; ‘ZEF/Center for
Development Research, Bonn University, Bonn, Germany

ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
Thilisi has undergone spectacular changes which can be grasped by~ Recelved 3 September 2021
the concept of ‘Multiple Transformations’, characteristic of post-  Revised 4 April 2022
socialist cities. Along with the reform of legislative, institutional ~ Accepted 5 April 2022
and social frameworks, an urban or spatial transformation took CErORTS

place. We distinguish different phases of Thilisi's urban 4. v eomation: land-
transformation, discuss the reasons and analyze the outcomes of  a planning; Toilisi; post-
the transitional process. We argue that the multiple Soviet transition; strategy
transformations which occurred since the 90's jeopardized many

collective goods essential to the quality of urban life, while that

same multiplicity destroyed mechanisms of coordination in

governance, mechanisms which would have been helpful in

defining a new form of urban governance and urban planning.

Transition thus created a need for collective strategy while

reridering the formation and implementation of such strategy

hard. The multiple transitions concept proved helpful not only in

analyzing a particular instance of urban change but also in

linking that change to contextualized options for future strategy.

In the case of Thilisi, the analysis highlighted the time needed to

rebuild institutions, clarify false oppositions, find value in

combining planning and market principles, and in the basic idea

of coordinated action towards collective goals.

Introduction

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Thilisi, like many other ‘Socialist Cities’ started a
long and winding path of transition, In this paper, we unfold the complex process of dra-
matic urban transformation of the capital of Georgia, Tbilisi, over the last three decades,
We distinguish and illustrate different phases in the process, identifying reasons for and
forces behind these phases, and analyse the outcomes. Our analysis is meant as an
updated interpretation of changing Tbilisi, but, more than that, as an application of
the concept of ‘Multiple Transformations’, proposed by Sykora and Bouzarovski
(2012) to the case of the Georgian capital, to demonstrate its potential to produce
more contextualized understandings of urban transition. We demonstrate how such
understanding has the double advantage of linking historical analyses more easily to

CONTALT Kristof Van Assche € vanassch@ualberta.ca @ Department of Earth & Atmospheric Science, Faculty of
Science, University of Alberta, 1-26 Earth Sciences Bullding, Edmonton, Alberta, T6G 2E3 Canada
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